United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 12 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 158

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, JULY 12, 2012

No. 104

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. CAPITO).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 12, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable SHELLEY
MOORE CAPITO to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

As the Members of this people’s
House deliberate these days, give them
the wisdom and magnanimity to lay
aside what might divide us as a people
to forge a secure future for our coun-
try.

We pray for all people who have spe-
cial needs. May Your presence be
known to those who are sick, that they
might feel the power of Your healing
spirit. Be with those who suffer perse-
cution in so many places in our world,
and bless our troops who are engaged
in the easing of those sufferings. Give
to all who are afraid or anxious or
whose minds are clouded by uncertain
futures the peace and confidence that
come from trust in Your goodness and
mercy.

Inspire the men and women who
serve in this House to be their best
selves, that they may in turn be an in-
spiration to the Nation and to the
world.

May all that is done here this day be
for Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HULTGREN) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HULTGREN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

——————

MASSIVE DEFENSE CUTS

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to express concerns on be-
half of my constituents. Paralysis, un-
certainty—these are the effects of inac-
tion, inaction on looming, massive de-
fense cuts that will go into effect in
January 2013.

In America’s First District, many
small businesses exist to support our
military, to innovate and to build sys-
tems and resources—resources for our
troops that save lives and help them do
their job on the battlefield. But these
businesses face an uncertain future as
the question of looming defense cuts,

or sequestration, remain unresolved.
Do they stop production? Do they lay
off workers?

This spring, I voted with the major-
ity in this House to avoid these mas-
sive defense cuts while putting the Na-
tion’s budget on a path to balance. The
Senate has failed to act. The President
has threatened to veto.

Our military and those who support
it—and the national security of this
country—demand our attention and re-
spect. Leaving this issue to the last
minute is irresponsible. Now is the
time for action.

WESTERN NEW YORKERS COM-
PETING IN THE OLYMPIC GAMES

(Ms. HOCHUL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HOCHUL. Madam Speaker, 2
weeks from tomorrow Olympic athletes
from all over this world will parade
into the stadium in London to offi-
cially launch the 2012 Olympics.

I am so proud to say that five of
them will be western New Yorkers that
we represent in upstate New York.
These include archer Jake Kaminski
from Elma; the current number one
ranked women’s pole vaulter, Jenn
Suhr of Churchville; volleyball player
Matt Anderson, born in Buffalo; swim-
mer Ryan Lochte, born in Rochester;
and two time U.S. Soccer Female Ath-
lete of the Year, Abby Wambach of
Rochester.

Throughout their lifetimes of train-
ing, hard work, and sacrifices, these
athletes embody what it means to be
an American, and they carry with
them to London the pride of western
New York and the entire Nation.

As we wish them and the entire team
good luck, my wish is that that sense
of common purpose that joins all of us
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